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Senior envoy
denies Soviet
UN mission
is spy-ridden
As;)t;iated Press

WASHINGTON - The senior
Soviet diplomat at the United Na-
tionsvesterday denied US charges

that his staff is riddled with spies.
ana said a US order to reduce the

sjze-of the Soviet missions was il-
legal.

‘I All this talk about spying and
Soviet. personnel being engaged in
activifles unrelated to the United
Natjorss is utter nonsense,” said
Vasilyw Safronchuk. acting perma-
nent Soviet representative to the
United Nations.

Us officials, in announcing
Marciy 8 that they were ordering
the Seviets to cut the size of their
mis@ns to the United Nations by
moré™than a third, accused them
of egpaging in “activities unrelal-
ed te UN business, including #spi-
onage and said they pose “a
threat to US national security.”

The cuts. to begin Oct. 1. will

reduce the number of Soviet diplo-
mats at the United Nations from
275 .to 170 by April 1. 1986. The
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annpuncement of the order noted
that the Soviet delegation is great-
er tﬁan the next two largest mis-

sioné.'combined - the US. with .

126. and the Chinese. with 116.
American officials estimate

that'30 to 35 percent of the rough-
Iy 1,000 Soviet diplomats and
trade representatives in the Unit-

ed States work for either the KGB

or the GRU, the Kremlin's two
main espionage agencies.
Safronchuk. speaking on the
ABC, program “This Week with
David Brinkley,” declined to spec-
ulate ‘on what steps my: govern-

ment is going to take.” in re-’

sponse.

Byt he said the US order violat-
ed the 1947 agreement on UN mis-
sions. and that he had appealed
the matter to the United Nations
secrétary general.

“This illegal decision of the US
government will not help to wreate
favosable conditions’ for 2 meet-
ing groposed for later this vear be-
twee President Reagain and Sovi-
et leader Mikhail Carbachev, he
said..

Sécretary of State George P.
Shultzzand Soviet Premier Nikolai
I. Ryzhkov met Saturday in Swe-
den at’the funeral for Olof Paime.
the dssassinated prime minister.
but did not set a date for the sum-
mit. which was agreed upon by
Reagar and Gorbachev last No-
vembet in Geneva
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